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EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: ETRD, UNCTAD, AS 

SUB J : UNCTAD: QUESTIONNAIRE ON JUTE AND JUTE PRODUCTS 
REF: STATE 095108 

1 . ACCORDING TO G.L.V. HOOTON, ASSISTANT SECRETARY, 

COMMODITY POLICY DIVISION, DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE, 
AUSTRALIA HAS NOT REPEAT NOT RECEIVED SUBJECT QUESTION- 
NAIRE EITHER DIRECT FROM UNCTAD SECRETARY GENERAL OR FROM 
THEIR MISSION IN GENEVA. 

2. HOOTON SPECULATED THAT AUSTRALIA HAD NOT BEEN SENT 
QUESTIONNAIRE EITHER BECAUSE THEY "MINOR" CONSUMER OF 
JUTE AND/OR JUTE PRODUCTS AND NOT "MAJOR" CONSUMER AS 
INDICATED IN PARA 1 REFTEL, OR BECAUSE THEY NOT MEMBER 
OF EXPERTS GROUP. HOOTON THOUGHT FIRST POSSIBILITY 
MORE LIKELY. 

3. WITHOUT HAVING FULLER KNOWLEDGE OF CONTENTS OF QUESTION- 
NAIRE, HOOTON RELUCTANT SPECULATE ON POSSIBLE AUSTRALIAN 
RESPONSE SHOULDQUESTIONNAIRE FINALLY ARRIVE. HOWEVER, HE 
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STATED THAT AUSTRALIAN POSITION OUTLINED IN PARA 2 REFTEL HAD 
NOT CHANGED. HE ADDED THAT POLICY AND LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS 
ASIDE, HE SAW NO PRACTICAL WAY IN WHICH UNCTAD SECRETARIAT 
COULD HOPE TO ACHIEVE ITS HARMONIZATION GOALS. 
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